NEWS SHEET 420 
Hon. Secretary: A. J. Slater, G3FXB 


“Wychwood”, Park Lane, Maplehurst, Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 6LL 
Telephone: Lower Beeding (040 376) 342 


“A man should keep his friendship in constant repair” 


Dear Members, 

The fine summer weather (and the drought) is still 
with us but certainly adds much to the pleasure of the 
season. Maud and myself have recently taken to walking 
over the South Downs aided by the acquisition of a 
book on the subject. There is much to be said for the 
scenic aspects of the Downs on a glorious summers day 
and also for a “cool one” at the end of the road. But 
summer also involves enjoyable social activities in the 
gardens of our friends and recent weeks have seen 
parties at G3MXJ, G4BUE and GSRYV, all with con- 
siderable FOC representation. Our visits have also 
included one of our favourite Sussex pubs—The 
Fountain Inn at Ashurst—but this one rather let the 
side down. After telling our American guest of the joys 
of this rustic establishment we were somewhat taken 
aback when we took him down there to find a sign 
proclaiming “Barbecue” and “American Beefburgers” 
and even more so when the cook turned out to be a 
local resident that we had met before and who came 
from Chicago. He was resplendent in a “White Sox” 
cap and our guest (KSNA) was soon in deep discussion 
with him concerning the delights of the Windy City! 
Another visit was to Dartford to see Muriel who is 
doing fairly well and wishes to be remembered to all the 
gang. 

Band conditions are showing the first signs of the lift 
normally associated with autumn propagation. Your 
Hon. Sec. is active almost nightly around 21.00 GMT 
on 14028 Khz in an effort to assist those coming to 
Lords and is never short of Club contacts around that 
time. On a final note, last year we were able to include 
a Danbury picture brochure with the September News 
Sheet. Such will not be the case this year as a delay has 
resulted due to a shortage of suitable material. Thanks 
to the co-operation of a number of members this has 
now been rectified, Maud and myself have laid it out 
and the result of our efforts is in the hands of the 


printer. 
Al Slater 


STARRED LIST 


. W4DGJ, DL8AN, K4EF, K4FW, W4ZMQ, YVINX. 

i G3CWW, G3XSN, G4GLL, W1HX, N2DAN, W9FKC. 
AXANI has been invited to membership and an objec- 
tion has been raised concerning LA3FL. Current objec- 
tions will be discussed at the November Committee 
meeting. 


SUPPLEMENTARY STARRED LIST 


Fs ON4WD, G3LQI. or GS5ADE, KI1RH. 
. N2UU, KIJD, W3NZ, K4EF. 
. G3BEX, G2DPY, GSADE, W2SR. 


September 1984 


NEW MEMBER 


1475 JWOEQ/SPS5EXA (Chris)—K. Dabrowski, Ul 


Senatorska 26 - M14, Warsaw 00 - 095. 
XYL—Regina. Telephone: 271494. QTH for the 
next year: Polish Polar Station, Hornsund, 
Svalbard, via 9170, Longyearbyen, Norway. 


AMENDMENTS 


122 I2XKF (Evert)—New call is DJOXJ. Telephone: 
04183 - 2880. 

267 G3LP (Norman)—26 Southfield Road, 
Gloucester, GL4 9UD. Telephone: 0452 34890. 

909 N2DAN (Dan)—Add telephone number: 516 
378 2476. 

953. VE6APN/VE6FOC (Bill)—S704 48th Avenue, 
Beaumont, Alberta, TOC OHO. 

1135 VE7NH (Doug)—now holds call YBOASE. 
Home telephone number changed to: 604 533 
3349, 

1150 W3LPL (Frank)—Street number changed to 
1059 Omar Drive. Add telephone: 301 923 3164. 

1192 G3LIK (Mick)—Telephone number changed to: 
0705 255880. 

1237 PY1RO (Rolf)—Transfer to Associate Member- 
ship. 

1246 ZP5SXDW (Doug)—P.O. Box 402, Ascuncion, 
(66-24-07). 

1256 KSMA (Jan)—Home now at 66 Fairway Lane, 
West Falmouth—no change in postal address. 

1341 K5ZD (Randy)—133 Larry Drive, Heath, TX 
75087. Telephone: (214) 722 1605. 
XYL—Connie. 

1388 GU4CHY (Dick)—Transfer to Associate Mem- 
bership. 

1461 K2LE (Andy)—Cornwells Beach Road, Sands 
Point, N.Y. 11050. Telephone: 516 883 7565. 


AWARDS 


We are indebted to Bill, G2FDF for the following: 
WAFOC Cert. No. 293 to YU2TS. 
WAFOCC Cert. No. 315 to YU2TS. 
WAFOCC 25c Sticker to YU2TS. 
100c Sticker to OZILO, 
WAFOC 8000 Sticker to G3AZ. 


FOC CALENDAR 


7th—9th September SEPTEMBER QSO PARTY 
with G4FOC operated here at “Wychwood”. 
5th October CHRIS AND PAM’S PARTY for 
overseas members—at G4BUE. 
6th October LORDS. 
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2nd—4th November G4FOC. ACTIVITY WEEK- 
END with Roger, G3SXW_on the key. 

30th November—2nd December 
PARTY with G4FOC activated by G3AAQ. 

ACTIVITY DAY on the new bands—first day of each 
month. 


LORDS 


It is a sobering thought but this is your final re- 
minder for Lords. Full information was published in the 
July News Sheet but to refresh your memory the date is 
Saturday October 6th and the cost per ticket is £13 or 
20 U.S. dollars. Remittances should be sent to your 
Hon. Secretary with cheques made payable to “First- 
class C.W. Operators’ Club”. North American members 
can send remittances to W2MUM, E. Wolheim, 41 
Silversmith Lane, Levittown, NY 11756 with cheques 
made payable to “E. Wolheim’”. Members are reminded 
that the Dinner is scheduled for 6.30 p.m. with the meal 
at 7 p.m. However, the facilities are available for the 
entire day with the bar in the lounge open from 11 a.m. 
until midnight apart from an hour in the afternoon and 
G4FOC in continuous operation. Lunch is available in 
the Lords Tavern downstairs, the scene of many happy 
gatherings every year. As always we will be running a 
raffle and suitable prizes will be welcomed by Bob, 
G5ADE or your Hon. Sec. Members are reminded that 
once again we plan a picture brochure and the co- 
operation of those with cameras is requested. Those 
members who are in a position to help might contact 
me prior to the event in an effort to make the best use 
of the facilities available. Members might also like to 
note that we will have copies of the 1985 Marathon 
Roster available thanks to WIRM and G3SXW. 

Reverting to tickets, all remittances must be received 
by Monday the Ist of October and no refunds are 
possible after that date. As indicated previously, in 
exceptional circumstances where foreign currency 
presents a problem, your Hon. Sec. is prepared to 
accept payment at Lords but I must be advised first 
and in good time. Furthermore any commitment made 
must be honoured even in the event that attendance is 
not possible as we have to give a minimum guaranteed 
figure to Lords on the 2nd October. As of mid-August 
a substantial number of tickets have been issued with a 
particularly strong North American contingent in evi- 
dence. To date the fcllowing members have either sent 
in remittances or given a firm indication of attendance, 
in most cases accompanied by their xyls: DLIRK, 
DK8EI, F9LT, G2ZALM, G2FDF, G2FIX, GJ2LU, 
G3GFG, GW3HCL, G3IGW, G3JZV, G3LQI, G3- 
RWL, G3WUX, G4BUE, G4CP, G4IP, G4KGG. G5- 
RI, G6HD, VE3AR, K3TG, W3NZ, K4NV, NALS, 
N4TO, W4CXH, WA4SNI, K5MM, N6RA, KC7UU, 
NL7G, W9FKC, W9GIL, W9GW and W9KNI. In 
addition your entire Committee will be in attendance 
plus our President Elect G3HDB and the many 
“regulars” who I have yet to hear from. As the OM 
would have said “See you up there”. 


CHRIS AND PAM’S PARTY 


As you will have noted from our calendar Chris and 
Pam, G4BUE have very generously offered to host the 
usual Friday gathering prior to Lords for the overseas 
gang that has been run by Jake and Nettie over 
so many years. Chris and Pam live quite close to 
“Wychwood” in the delightful village of Upper Beeding. 
The neighbouring village of Bramber boasts a castle 
ruin and attracts a certain amount of tourist interest. 
Maud and your Hon. Sec. will be on the scene to assist 
in ferrying members to and from the Jocal railway 
station. Those members planning to come down by 
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train should catch the 10.204.m. from .Wictorlas Rie 


_train will be shown on the indicator board-with the 


final destination of Littlehampton but members should 
book a return ticket to Shoreham-by-Sea where the 
arrival time will be 11.32. It is proposed that members — 
catch the 16.45 for their return to London which 
arrives at 17.58. To ensure the smooth running of this 
event it is essential that members catch the 10.20 and 
they should in any event advise Chris and Pam of their 
intention to come either on the air in the coming weeks 
or by telephone. Members planning to come down by 
car can obtain the necessary help with navigation when 
they contact Chris or Pam. The telephone number is 
0903 814594. Judged on the basis of recent social 
events at the G4BUE residence this should be a very 
enjoyable occasion and Chris and Pam deserve a big 
vote of thanks for their enterprise in “filling the 
breach”, 


CONTINENTAL FOC DINNER 


Still on the social side I have received a letter from 
Evert, now DJOXJ, giving tentative plans for a Con- 
tinental Dinner drawn up with the help of Ernst, 
DLIPM. He says: 

“We live in a beautiful part of Germany—heath, 
woods, lots of room for all sorts of sports and enter- 
tainment—30 Km south of Hamburg. 

“We would like to try to organize a friendly FOC 
gathering, maybe Whitsun (May 26) or earlier. The 
idea is: Arrival say Friday or Saturday, Saturday even- 
ing Dinner, Sunday brunch at my place, barbecue and 
watering (wining?) of my antennas so that they may 
grow long and strong. We shall try to make a spro- 
gramme for the ladies on the Saturday. Bed and Break- 
fast in a clean and simple hotel, DM 20 per person 
with a double room DM 40; in a first-class place with 
pool and sauna and simple double room DM 82; with 
shower and toilet double DM 112—130; all inclusive 
of a big German breakfast. You can even land there 
with your helicopter! The Dinner would be DM 25—30 
without wine. 

“Maybe we can make this a fixed thing, another 
year in southern Germany. I call it ‘continental’, but 
extra-continental, like you islanders, are of course very, 
very welcome.”. 

Members interested in attending should write to 
Evert: E. Kaleveld, DJOXJ, D 2116 Assendorf, Jeste- 
burgerstr 36 and to refresh your memory his telephone 
number is 04183-2880. Furthermore he is active on a 
regular basis every Saturday at 09.00 GMT on 7020 
Khz. Evert and Ernst are to be complimented on their 
initiative and I feel sure this new addition to our 
calendar will enjoy considerable support. On a more 
personal note Evert wishes to thank Tom, DJS5DT for 
his help in getting the DJO call. Currently Evert is 
running a Butternut vertical but in the coming weeks 
a 4 band beam will be going up as well as a half 
delta loop. Beverages are also in the planning stage. 


MURPHY STRIKES AGAIN—BUT ALWL’S WELL 
THAT ENDS WELL! from Nettie, XYL of G3AAQ 


Following the report in a previous issue of the News- 
letter that I anticipated being in hospital for a cataract 
Operation in October, suddenly all changed when, 
following two more eye tests including a sonar scan, I 
had a note summoning me to hospital in four days’ time 
at the beginning of July. It was not until I was installed 
in the hospital that I was told that they had now found 
signs of trouble in the left eye also, and I was to have 
the operation on the right eye in two days’ time. I 
have been greatly blessed, and all has gone very well 
so far. My thanks are due to so many people who sent 


kind thoughts and messages which were a great valk 
to us both at an anxious time. I am making very good 
progress and have the hope that I may make it to the 
Dinner after all, if only for part of the evening, but 
must await the specialist’s next report in Septernber. 
Our thanks and appreciation are due also w the 
“Midlands Gang” who arranged the super “do” when 
Al, G3FXB and Maud came up to stay with Ron, 
G4CP and Dot. Jim, G3HDB and Margaret did a 
wonderful job in setting up the meal and get-together, 
and to crown all, the splendid iced cake, beautifully 
decorated with the FOC motif, which was presented to 
Jake and me. What a lovely surprise gift! It is residing 
in the deep-freeze cabinet at present, as the note calling 
me to hospital arrived the very next morning! We look 
forward to bringing out the cake for its ceremonial 
cutting in the not too distant future. CU in October?? 


SEPTEMBER QSO PARTY 


A reminder for this one is probably going to be a 
bit late for most of you in view of probable delays with 
the News Sheet due to our printer being on holiday. 
The dates are the 7th—9th September 21.00 to 21.00 
GMT and with the prospect of improving conditions I 
am hoping for high levels of activity. Joe, W8VSK tells 
me that he will be on the mobile trail again at that 
time and plans to activate Nebraska and Wyoming on 
the Saturday and North Dakota and Montana on the 
Sunday. 


MEMBERS NEWS AND VIEWS 


CTIAIU John apparently has problems with a rup- 
tured ulcer. We all trust that you are well on the 
road to recovery now John. 

DLIRK Jo reports that he is “still battling the QRN 
on top band during nights and sometimes early 
morning. Jack, SVOAA/9 gave me my 96th country 
on 160, so I hope to get DXCC during the coming 
winter season, but the road is steepening HI. My 
Beverages, one 200 m long pointing to the west 
and the other one 450 m long NE-SW bring in 
signals which otherwise are masked by QRN in 
the summer. A half sloper and an inverted V are 
used for transmitting. Plans for a top loaded 22.5 m 
high vertical are making slow progress.” 

G2ALM Roy asks me to mention that he is selling a 
TS 530 S complete with CW filter for a hams 
widow. He is quite prepared to bring it to Lords 
for a buyer so a telephone call on 0903 62854 might 
be indicated. 

G3HS_ Dave reports that he will be leaving on October 
3rd by air for Pakistan to “wander around the old 
haunts—Khyber Pass, Peshawar where I had the 
call AP4B for a few weeks, Lahore where I lived 
for 3 years and where APSB together with a B2 
RX/TX and an antenna between two mango 
trees radiated its RF. I am told the trees are still 
there but the bungalow has gone. Shall spend a 
month or so in India where VU2HS was my call 
in Bombay. In fact the new G8VG joined my office 
when I had been back in the UK only a few weeks! 
Shall wander across to Ceylon, can’t call it Sri 
Lanka, for some weeks—I never got around to a 
call from there. I am planning to do some oper- 
ating and am trying to get the OK to do it from 
the trains—a vertical on top of the observation 
car and a FI757GX. Can’t give calls or freqs as 
it will be a matter of seeing what is possible when 
I get there but shall only operate on the FOC parts 
of 21 and 14 Mhz.”. Sounds an interesting trip 
Dave. 

G3JZV Mort adds his bit to the “great keyboard 


it, 


controversy”. He asks “Do I get points for sending 
code by using a toggle switch or tapping two wires 
together? Surely it’s what is sent, not how, that 
matters. Perfect code-sending by hand seems a,very 
poor criterion for membership of what is primarily 
a Club, i.e. association of like-minded enthusiasts 
and not simply a badge, medal or accolade. There’s 
thousands of first-class operators (small letters) 
out there, who, while not ‘agin us’ don’t want to 
join dozens of dexterous lids who do... Im 
pleased to be a member because of the general 
excellence of the Club, not because I’m proud of my 
puny signal or crummy fist. I don’t doubt that 
some of the 50 members I have never worked send 
beautifully and have kilowatts, acres, beams, the 
lot!”. 

G3MXJ Den has opened a Tandy store in Burgess 
Hill. Maud and I called in on opening day and the 
establishment looks very promising. I am sure all 
the gang will join me in extending to Den and 
Anne congratulations on the new venture. 

GU4CHY Dick is transferring to Associate Member- 
ship. He feels that his activity has been so low 
during the past year that he should resign from full 
membership. A contributing factor has been the 
loss of his beam during the winter storms and as he 
says “life with a dipole in the present conditions 
is not too much fun”. We appreciate your past 
support Dick and your responsible attitude to 
membership. Should you wish to revert to full 
membership at a later date I am sure you will 
experience no problems in obtaining the necessary 
support. 

G6HB Tom writes concerning a number of items. 
Contrary to most he favours two Marathons per 
year and suggests they be of 24 hours duration. 
His reasoning is that families do not like 48 hours 
and nor do neighbours suffering from TVI/RFI 
whereas in both cases they would find 24 hours 
more tolerable. He also feels that “two sessions 
would probably halve at least Murphy’s antics, 
bring out those that only come on for the Mara- 
thon twice a year instead of once and give the 
Northern and Southern Hemispheres a chance to 
experience winter and summer conditions.” Tom 
also makes a point concerning Augie Awards and 
points out that the failure to contact certain stations 
can be caused by circumstances at either end. He 
feels that if such contacts are “that important why 
not write or contact by some other means and 
make a sked.”. It is probably fair to say Tom that 
when the award was originally conceived it was 
envisaged that it would be obtained as a result of 
fairly regular operating by members rather than 
the use of pre-arranged skeds but of course the 
same comments apply today to all the major 
awards many of which are now dominated by 
skeds and pre-arranged QSOs. 

JWOEQ Chris is our latest recruit and I am sure you 
will all join me in extending a big welcome to him. 
He is no stranger having been a member some 
years ago under his home call SPS5SEXA. He 
attended Lords in 1974 and stayed here at 
“Wychwood”. He is now married with two young- 
sters and is currently serving on the Polish Polar 
Station on Spitzbergen. His tour of duty will be 
for one year and he is currently active with an 
old FT 250 and a vertical. Hopefully we will have 
completed formalities by the time you read this as 
the mail is restricted to a limited helicopter service 
and the odd ship during the summer months. Chris 
confesses to being scared of polar bears and I 

‘vould probably share his sentiments. 

PAOINA Frans reports that he now has a tower up 
and is enjoying his improved antenna performance. 
He also-mentions that a number of our Dutch 
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members will be operating the contest station 
PA2TMS on Texel Island during the CQ WW CW 
Contest and anticipating a big score. 
PY1IRO Rolf is another to seek Associate Member- 
. ship. He admits to fairly low levels of activity with 
the bulk of it being restricted to 160 metres. Rolf 
says that ‘“‘a new style of life, a 4 acre place to take 
care of and normal work pressure just don’t allow 
me any more free time, which I of course spend 
almost entirely on 160 metres as little as it is. Any 
increase of activity on the other bands would be a 
direct detriment for my 160m efforts, which in 
themselves are quite limited. Hence, I don’t see 
any way to get out of this situation for years to 
come and I feel I must make room for someone 
prepared to live up to Club expectations.”. We 
appreciate your sentiments Rolf and my comments 
to GU4CHY are just as applicable to you. 

VK6RU_ Jim will be setting forth on an “Eastern 
States Vacation” together with Joan on the 7th 
September. The itinerary includes Sydney, Mel- 
bourne and Adelaide with various stops in between 
and extends for some 8650Km. There will be 
mobile operation and your Hon. Sec. and Jim 
expect to maintain our regular schedules as we 
have done for the past 24 years regardless of our 
respective whereabouts. 

K1ZX Jim reports being back on the bands again 
thanks to help from Mum and Dad and despite the 
fact that is still “horizontally polarized” following 
his car accident. He draws my attention to the 
fact that CQ Magazine have now introduced a 
“team” category in their DX Contest. Jim says 
“T would certainly enjoy competing on an FOC 
team—I enjoy both contesting and FOC and know 
there are others in the Club with similar feelings. 
Teams are of five members each representing two 
different continents. I suspect several FOC teams 
could be activated and perhaps friendly com- 
petition between ‘FOC Team 1’ and ‘FOC Team 2’, 
etc., would result. In short I would enjoy being on 
an FOC Team in the CQ WW CW DxX Test this 
November, and am willing to co-ordinate the 
paperwork for team submissions to CQ Magazine. 
I know some members are quite opposed to con- 
testing—but many enjoy it and being on a team 
with ones fraternal FOC brothers seems like the 
best of two of my ham radio interests.”. I am sure 
your proposals will generate some interest and 
opposition Jim. Members might care to write in 
expressing their views and those prepared to 
participate might indicate so. In the event that 
there is Club involvement CQ would require 
information on any teams by the 15th November. 

WIRAN Ned comments about operations from Run- 
nymede in recent years commencing some time 
back with WGIJFK. He feels that in both cases 
CW was bady neglected and says “Would you like 
to suggest in the News Sheet that some of the hot 
bloods of FOC consider putting the place on, 
perhaps in the WPX Contest? FOC would do a 
knock-out job of dispensing QSOs and enhance our 

good name, as well as letting the world know 

about Runnymede. A nice paragraph on the QSL 
might just point out where our freedoms came 
from.”. On another subject he reports that Martin 

OY7ML has horse-traded until he got his old 

Central Electronics 10B SSB exciter back but that 

it has returned home minus coils. Martin could 

use some coils although he does have the 20 metre 
ones. Any member with an old 10B might care 
to help and in the event that they can, LASHE/ 

OZ8RO will be in the USA shortly and be ‘n a 

position to get the coils back to Denmark. 
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WIZW Phil sugg ing G4. 
weekend with it originating fr 
if ever, heard. He feels that by 
“inactive” might be “intrigued en 
the bait”. Unfortunately Phil the G4 
is restricted to a small number of op 


doubt whether we would hear much more fro: 
them with G4FOC than we do with their own calls. 

W2GT_ Ed reports on the health of the New Jersey — 
gang. K2BZT, Hayden is now at home and com- 
pletely recovered from his heart attack; W2AQT, 
Bob at home recovering from a couple of trips to 
hospital; W2BAI, Ray at home after a couple of 
visits to the hospital to make it number 22—still 
has problems; W2GT, Ed at home after a visit to 
the hospital for some plumbing repairs and feeling 
great and W2JVU, Frank still with bad problems 
with arthritis. 

W3PZW Dick is another member with health prob- 
lems, having had a spell in hospital. As with the 
New Jersey gang Dick we hope you are better soon. 

W4NO Fred says there are so many difficulties in 
operating following his stroke that he will not be 
renewing his Associate Membership. I am sure all 
the gang will be saddened to hear of your problems 
and would wish me to pass on 73 to you Fred. 

KS5SZD Randy was married on August 18th and will 
be moving to a hill top location with about an acre 
just 10 miles south of NSAU (but out of overload 
range)! Congratulations to you both. 

N6EA_ Bob is another with words on the great key- 
board controversy. He says “If it’s good, readable 
CW, speed adjusted to operating conditions, and 
interesting in content, then my criteria is fulfilled— 
who cares whether the cake comes from the pack- 
age, or is done from ‘scratch’, it’s the TASTE that 
really counts”. 

N6RA Tom will be in Europe with Tina for some 
weeks. He plans to see HB9QO and F20A with 
their XYLs and to operate with his FOFOO call 
from the Ist to the 18th September. Tom and Tina 
will also be attending Lords. 

ZSSWT Don is getting back to normal following his 
North American trip but was horrified to note 
snow along the side of the road when he took a 
trip through the hills of the Transvaal. The winter 
has also meant poor band conditions with the 
bands dead after 7 p.m. Even the local ham scene is 
apparently pretty dead with not a sound even on 
the local 2 metre repeater. Don says that “you 
wouldn’t believe that we have 300+ hams in 
Durban”. 


IN BRIEF 


G6JJ informs me that Paddy, G3LZE has been in 
hospital for 3 weeks undergoing surgery on his left hand. 
He is now making good progress and his fist is as good 
as ever. He would welcome a call from any member in 
his area and would be pleased to dispense a cup of tea. 
G6CJ has now worked 100 members on 10Mhz. N2DAN 
will be operating from VP9 in early October and talking 
of such things VK6RU has just completed his station 
number 125 for the Bermuda Award. W2FC plans to 
operate from XEIFC from the Ist to the 15th October 
and will make a special point of trying to operate on 
80m. Congratulations to N4AR for winning the CW 
section of the 1983 ARRL 10 metre Contest. 

That seems to be the bottom of a rather large mail 


bag. 
161 Al 


Printed in England oy A. D. Clarke, St. Vincent's Road, Dartford, Kent 
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